Category #2: Response to television shows or other fiction stories that portray the laboratory profession incorrectly/incompletely.

Dear [Insert Production company name here]

I am an avid fan of [Insert Television program name here].  As a clinical laboratory professional I have found the medical backdrop to your storyline very entertaining and I feel that it enriches the program as a whole.

While I do enjoy watching you program, the other day I noticed a mistake that bothered me as a member of the clinical laboratory workforce.  In your episode on [insert date here], the following erroneous information was presented in the program: [Insert mistake information here].

As a Clinical Laboratory Professional I feel it is important that both the job and information produced by me and my colleagues be portrayed in an accurate manner.  Our profession produces 70-80% of the scientific information used to diagnose disease.  Unfortunately, we are often behind-the-scenes and many people do not understand our profession.  I wanted to take the time out to explain this error so that the clinical laboratory and the highly trained professionals within it are accurately represented.  Perhaps it would help if you had a clinical laboratory professional as a consultant to review laboratory related information and assure its accuracy.  Our national professional organization, the American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science would be happy to help you identify someone to serve in this capacity.

Thank you for your time and if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at [Insert e-mail address here]

Sincerely,

[Insert name here] 

